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Obama should acknowledge U.S. troops still in harm’s way
By: Rep. Rodney Frelinghuysen (NJ-11), Chairman of the Defense Appropriations Subcommittee
4/29/16

In March, a family in California received a dreadful knock on the door.  Representatives of the United States Marine Corps had arrived to inform the family of the death in Iraq of their beloved son and brother, a Marine sergeant killed in a jihadist rocket attack on “Fire Base Bell” near Kara Soar, approximately fifty miles south of the ISIS-held city of Mosul, Iraq.  
Of course, all such deaths are tragic. But this one set off a string of disclosures to which the American people should pay close attention.  Contrary to popular belief, America does have “boots on the ground” in Iraq and elsewhere, many of them!  
President Barack Obama would have us believe that these “boots on the ground” – American soldiers and Marines - occupy the “rear” areas, where they provide guidance to Iraqi commanders.  Among his many statements on this subject, he has declared, "I want the American people to understand how this effort will be different from the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan. It will not involve American combat troops fighting on foreign soil."  
The president, his spokesmen and deputies stubbornly insist that this clear statement remains U.S. policy today.   Yet, the reality is something very different altogether.  Until the death of that heroic Marine from California, killed by the hostile act of ISIS fighters, we did not even know of the existence of forward U.S. combat outposts in such close proximity to the Iraqi battle lines.  
The Commander-in-Chief needs to tell Congress and the American people that soldiers and Marines, and not just Special Forces, are indeed in harm's way, engaged in combat operations today. 
Moreover, as if to reinforce the notion that our troops are exclusively engaged in an “advise and assist” mission, the White House has placed a “cap” on the number of service members in Iraq. It’s roughly 4,000.  In fact, there are more than 5,000 troops there today, but service members who spend less than four months in a war zone essentially are not counted! The Marine unit attacked at Kara Soar did not count against that number. 
Of course, the President was elected and reelected on the premise that he would end wars, including the “bad war” in Iraq and the “good war” Afghanistan.   So he precipitously withdrew all troops from Iraq in 2011, with tragic results, and began a drawdown in Afghanistan, with similar effect.  Yes, his was to be the “Peace Presidency.”
But then again, he also proclaimed that his would be the most transparent administration in history – a pledge unkept since 2009. 
In this context, we now come to learn that the Pentagon has renamed “Fire Base Bell,” making it “Kara Soar Counter-Fire Complex.  Clearly, an outpost containing the term “fire base” might make it seem as if the Marines were actually in live, active combat!
No one wants endless war.  But there is no denying that Islamic fundamentalists, ISIS, al Qaeda and their affiliates worldwide, are allied against us, calling for “the murder of any American, anywhere on earth.”
[bookmark: _GoBack]Attacks in Paris, Brussels and San Bernadino reinforce the need for heightened efforts to destroy these terrorist organizations overseas.  How we do that begins with an honest debate on what American forces are doing today and what they should be doing tomorrow.      
Denying reality and hiding behind politically correct statements puts our military, intelligence personnel, Foreign Service officers and others who do the work of freedom at greater risk. 

image1.png
@he Star-Zedner




